norway, april 11, 1940
injury at the same time as they did us honour—to interrupt this
traffic and make it come out into the open sea. Every precaution
was taken to avoid the slightest danger to neutral ships or any
loss of life, even to enemy merchant ships, by the minefields
which were laid and declared on Monday last at dawn, and
British patrolling craft were actually stationed around them in
order to warn all ships off these dangerous areas. The German
Government have sought to make out that their invasion of
Norway and of Denmark was a consequence of our action in
closing the Norwegian corridor. It can, however, undoubtedly
be proved that not only had their preparations been made nearly
a month before, but that their actual movements of troops and
ships had begun before the British and French minefields were
laid. No doubt they suspected they were going to be laid, It
must indeed have appeared incomprehensible to them that they
had not been laid long before. They therefore decided in the
last week of March to use the Norwegian corridor to send empty
ore ships northward, filled with military stores and German
soldiers, concealed below decks, in order at the given moment to
seize the various ports on the Norwegian seaboard which they
considered to have military value.
I here must say a word about Norway. We have the most
profound sympathy with the Norwegian people. We have
understood the terrible dilemma in which they have been placed.
Their sentiments, like those of every other small country, were
with the Allies. They writhed in helpless anger while scores of
their ships were wantonly sunk and many hundreds of their
sailors cruelly drowned. They realise fully that their future
independence and freedom are bound up with the victory of the
Allies. But the feeling of powerlessness in the ruthless grip of
Nazi wrath made them hope against hope until the last moment
that at least their soil and their cities would not be polluted by
the trampling of German marching columns or their liberties and
their livelihood stolen away by foreign tyrants. But this hope
has been in vain. Another violent outrage has been perpetrated
by Nazi Germany against a small and friendly Power, and the
Norwegian Government and people are to-day in arms to defend
their hearths and homes. We shall aid them to the best of our
ability, we shall conduct the war in common with them, and we
shall make peace only when their rights and freedom are restored.
In their very large, wild, mountainous country—freedom, it is
said, dwells in the mountains—in their very large country, sparsely
populated, but nigged and full of positions where free men can
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